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190 The Bugaboo-Howcr Watershed 

The sheer peaks of the group are close at hand, the smooth 
eastern walls of Bugaboo and Snowpatch Spires being especially 
impressive. Beyond Marmolata and the snowy shoulder of 
Howser Peak rose Farnham and Jumbo, across the head of Horse- 
thief Creek. A little northeast of us the slender Brenta Spire 
stood almost in line with the Goodsir Towers in the Rockies. 

The peak on which we stood, lining up with Bugaboo, Brenta 
and Northpost Spires, forms a wall between Bugaboo glacier on 
the south and the larger parallel tongue of Warren glacier on the 
north, the latter draining through Warren and Bobbie Burns 
Creeks into the Spillimacheen. Up to the present time it has 
been almost unknown. 

The northern margin of Warren glacier is formed by the 
Bobbie Burns Group, nine fine peaks,’ the highest of which (No. 
7) may be above 10,500 ft. Though not as sheer as the Bugaboo 
towers, several of these will afford excellent climbing with intricate 
approaches. 

A broad snow pass between Bugaboo Spire and Peak 5 leads 
over from Warren glacier into the basin of Vowel1 Creek, which 
drains the western side of Howser Spire. Between Peaks 5 and 6 
a lower snow pass leads out of this basin toward the north, appar- 
ently to a n&C that mantles the Bobbie Burns Group on that side 
and is conspicuously visible from the Lake Louise Mountains. 
Peak 7, the highest point, rises as a broad, symmetrical mountain 
in the center of this glacial system.’ 

Below Peak 1, on the north moraine of Warren glacier, there 
is a frozen lake. It is quite possible that the eastern peaks of this 
group are those whose summits are visible as one looks south 
from Parson station in the Columbia Valley. It is likely that they 
form the most northerly group of Purcell Peaks attaining eleva- 
tions above 10,000 ft. 

‘Mr. Wheeler’s excellent photographs, kindly placed at our disposal 
have bee? of seryice in constructing the southern section of the sketch-map’ 
the remamder being based on our own compass triangulation. The peaks 0; 

the Bobbie Burns group are indicated by number from east to west. 
s Th+is peak was ascended in Aug., 1933, by Dr. I. A. Richards (A. C ) 

Mrs. Richards and Conrad Kain, in twelve hours by way of Bugaboo glacikr: 
Dr. Richards writes : “I have certainly the impression that all the slopes 
of our peak drain-one way or another-into the Spillimacheen River” 
Descent was made by Warren glacier, the party bivouacking at the base of 
Peak 1, Bobbie Burns Group, and returning to camp on the following day 
by crossmg alpland east of Northpost Spire. It proved to be Kain’s last 
climb. 
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On June 28th we took the packtrain t 
and swamps into the southwestern fork, cam 
the slopes of Bugaboo Pass. Light rain was 

Two days later, Conrad and I climbed tl 
in the watershed south of us. But fog ar 
down, and we sat on a patch of shale listeni 
in the Howser basin, with all landmarks blc 
for we shall never be there again. 

To say we saw nothing would be a mist 
of the pass there was a blue, ice-covered 
come that way, neatly dodging a crevasse, : 
the ice from the shore outward until it was 
slake his thirst. And, close behind, parallel 
wolverine. Their trails went over the hill, 
be blotted out by falling snow; not a sign 
selves; not a sound save the plaintive chir 
lowed us, and the distant rushing of water. 

On July 2nd at Spillimacheen we pa: 
Conrad. For, as that teller of tales admits, 
me of their unhappy marriages, and theil 
romantic lof !” And he in turn, confiding I 
us-well, things not quite relevant to the co1 




