


New Exj 

All early attempts to reach tl 
objective. Not until 1925 did anyc 
cone, when Commander George D! 
of effort finally explored a route t 
grips with the ice-field. On his firs1 
blindness and on his second he got er 
southeastern shoulder, while his 
“siroche.” His following of India1 
snow-line. 

On July lSth, 1929, a zoolog 
T. Moore of the Department of 
fornia Institute of Technology, an 
Moore of Williams, Lewis Thor] 
of the University of California, lef 
of Alao and plunged into the wat 
of Sangai. The party was beset by 
of equipment, desertion of the Inc 
duction of food supplies to the d 
when fortunate killings of deer or 
of the attempt. After eighteen d 
worked its way through the maze 
shroud of mist to the snow-line and 

After two unsuccessful attem: 
feet, on the third, the party set ou 
and succeeded in cutting steps up tf 
the north of the crevassed area, 
Dyott, and at 1.50 in the afterno’ 
time into the crater. Dense clouds 
the orifice. The leader and his son 
point on the precipitous rim. In sp 
fected one member, the entire par 
but such Indians as had not desc 
snow-line. The 15,000 ft. camp 1 
peak and the route took them on a 1 
the south until the area of crevasses 
they zig-zagged back towards the 
the party made a rapid descent pa! 
camp 1,000 feet below the snow-l 
conditions, were secured of the su 
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a vertical fissure. The S. ridge was then followed up to where it 
joins the S. W. ridge coming from the Co1 des Grandes Murailles 
(3,975 m.), 11.30 a. m. Here the difficulties ended and at 12.30 
we were standing on the summit, having followed in the last portion 
the E. a&e. 

The descent was made by the W. a&e, reaching Praraye at 
22.15, including a halt of 1% hrs. on the summit and 1% hours 
spent lying flat on the ice a little below the summit, waiting for a 
severe electrical storm to pass. Halts of 1 hr. and 10 mins. were 
.also made later. 

The ascent is a very interesting one but it is rather fatiguing ; 
in the portion between quota 2,984 m. and 3,975 m. or about 1,000 
m. the difficulties are continuous. There are three very difficult pas- 
sages, the first one of which, over the Plagues descended en rappel 
‘by the Rey party, could be greatly facilitated by placing a cable about 
100 ft. in length. The ascent should not be undertaken unless weather 
conditions are excellent and there is little sn9w on the face. Even in 
this condition the lower portion of the wall is exposed to rock falls 
after sunrise, as experienced by the Rey party. We did not, however, 
during the whole course of the ascent suffer from any rock fall, al- 
though the nearby face and couloirs of the Pointe Blanche and 
,Grandes Murailles were raked by falling stones all day. 

M. M. S. 

VARIOUS NOTES 

Sierra Nevada de Santa Marta. This fine range situated in 
northern Colombia, was visited in March, 1930, by Mr. and Mrs. 
Thomas D. Cabot. Although easily accessible from the eastern sea- 
board, and with peaks 19,000 feet in height, the range is almost 
unknown to alpinists. Being completely surrounded by low land, it 
is not a part of the Andes, but is a separate group close to the ocean. 

The peaks are covered with magnificent glaciers. They are not 
volcanic cones but present cliffs of rock and ice and fine a&es to tempt 
LL_ -12-L-- ‘lest massif with a triple summit is in the center 

alled by various authorities Horqueta, Picacho, 
: no other peaks approaching it in height. Earlier 
hed the peak from the south side, which they 
:ion, or Rio Hacha. Mr. and Mrs. Cabot went 




